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 development of the field. The Torosa appraisal 

program was part of a broader exploration and appraisal 

The Project 
 
A comprehensive risk assessment was undertaken during the planning of the program, with four activities 

identified as being crucial to success. These activities were: 

• Conducting an extensive stakeholder engagement program involving government regulators, 

conservation groups and research organisations to understand interests and concerns.  

 
 
 
Taking Care to Protect the Marine Environment 
 
Woodside is a long-standing operator of oil and gas facilities in Australia, with a stron

drilling a well fr

that a well-planned and executed environmental imp

The Challenge 
 
Scott Reef is 425 km offshore from Broome, West

and is recognised for its marine life and diverse habit

Calliance fields, are within the Browse Basin geolog

The majority of these fields are located in deep wat

with the exception of Torosa which is partially below Scott 

Reef.  

In 2008 Woodside needed to appraise the southern part of the 

Torosa field to gain information 

to the future

program being undertaken by Woodside to support the Browse LNG Development. 

Program success would hinge on timely acquisition of data, as well as Woodside’s ability to drill the well 

with a minimal environmental footprint.  
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• Collection of all drilling muds, drill cuttings and cementing fluids for transport and disposal at a 
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The normal practice for drilling appraisal wells is to discharge cuttings and drilling mud to the sea. In the 

sa well, this would have resulted in localised smothering of the seabed and increased 

re recovered and were 

els for disposal at an approved location away from 

orosa-6 appraisal well campaign achieved successful acquisition of appraisal data, with no 

or environmental incidents during the program.  

Furthermore, pre and post program seabed monitoring showed no impacts outside the rig footprint area. 

s reduced to less than 500m2. 

This well represents a significant demonstration of the industry's responsible approach to operating in sensitive 
areas.   
 
More Information 
 
All stakeholders are invited to contact Woodside for additional information at:  
 
sustainabledevelopment@woodside.com.au

• Development of an effective management plan to prevent introduction of i

including in-water inspections of the vessels and infrastructure by specialist 

dedicated deep-water location 12 km away from the reef, minim

• Pre and post-program monitoring of b

A jack-up drilling rig – the Wilcraft – was chos

undertake the drilling program. Jack-up rigs

used in shallow-water environments an

anchoring, minimising disturbance to the 

water depth at the Torosa drill location was a

metres. The rig was required to drill the well a

additional 4700 metres below sea leve

Strong relationships were established with contractors 

and suppliers, including construction of the world’s first 

“riserless mud recovery unit” on a jack-up rig.  
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