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1  Introduction

1.1 Purpose
The purpose of this Standard is to define Woodside’s requirements for the management of basic offshore 
survival and emergency training associated with helicopter travel transfers for the offshore activities of 
Woodside and its Contractors.

1.2 Scope
This standard shall apply to all Woodside employees, contractors and visitors travelling to/from all Woodside 
owned or controlled offshore facilities via helicopter. It also applies to all contractor offshore facilities 
dedicated to Woodside activities.

1.3 Regulatory Requirements
As required by Woodside’s Health and Safety Policy, the regulatory requirements at a specific location 
shall be met as a minimum. In the case where regulatory requirements are absent or at a lower level than 
prescribed in this Standard, the requirements of this Standard shall be met as a minimum.

1.4 Behavioural Requirements
For the mandatory requirements listed in this Standard to be effective there are critical behaviours that 
personnel must adhere to. These behaviours are divided into 3 areas of responsibility:

•	 Everyone must learn and use the standards, procedures and rules which apply to them.

•	 Supervisors must visit the worksite regularly to check conformance with the standards and ensure 
that their team has the skills, experience and training (competence) to complete their tasks.

•	 Managers must demonstrate through their actions their commitment to a safe work place. They must 
regularly explain safety expectations and ensure that their personnel understand and conform with the 
standards.

1.5 Types of Training
The offshore survival course consists of basic offshore survival and emergency training, including information 
on the hazards and controls of:

• 	 Helicopter Underwater Escape Training (HUET) with the skills and knowledge to respond to an emergency 
ditching at sea; and

•	 Offshore facility incidents.

The offshore survival training has two classifications which are based on the water temperature over which 
the helicopter is flying:

•	 Tropical Basic Offshore Survival Induction and Emergency Training - for personnel travelling over warm 
water (temperatures greater than 15 degrees Celsius); and

•	 Basic Offshore Survival Induction and Emergency Training– for personnel travelling over cold water 
(temperatures less than 15 degrees) requiring the use of transit suits and rebreathers.
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2  �Basic Offshore Survival and Emergency Training 
Standard

The Basic Offshore Survival and Emergency Training Standard is based on the following three elements:

Element 1: Planning

Each facility has a system in place to manage, monitor and record the movement of personnel travelling 
by helicopter to offshore facilities.

Element 2: Competency

All persons regularly travelling to offshore facilities are trained and competent in basic offshore survival 
and emergency training.

Element 3: Visitors

Visitors travelling to offshore facilities are medically fit, limited in numbers to less than 30% of the helicopter 
capacity and in at least a one to one ratio with the number of competent persons.
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3  �Requirements to Manage Basic Offshore Survival 
and Emergency Induction

Element 1: Planning
Each facility has a system in place to manage, monitor and record the movement of personnel travelling 
by helicopter to offshore facilities.

Mandatory 
Requirements

1.1	� Each offshore facility shall have processes in place to manage, monitor and 
record the movement of personnel traveling by helicopter to offshore facilities.

1.2	� The processes shall include:

i	 Recording of personal, company, emergency contacts and associated data 
for passengers;

ii	 Production of Passenger On Board (POB) listings for both offshore installations 
and aircraft;

iii	 Booking of passengers on flights and tracking flights in real time; and

iv	 Performance of competency certificate checks to confirm eligibility to travel 
offshore.

Guidance In the case of an emergency, the system should provide reports showing the names 
of all personnel at the location affected, and each of their employer or next of kin 
contact details.

These processes can be controlled centrally or managed by individual facilities.

	 Records

Mandatory 
Requirements

1.3	� Records documenting conformance with the requirements of this Standard shall 
be retained, including:

i	 The number of approvals granted for personnel traveling outside of visiting 
criteria; and

ii	 Training records for Woodside personnel.
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Element 2: Competency
All persons regularly travelling to offshore facilities are trained and competent in basic offshore survival 
and emergency training.

	 Competency Requirements

Mandatory 
Requirements

2.1	� All personnel who permanently, regularly or occasionally travel via helicopter to 
an offshore facility shall undertake competency - based basic offshore survival 
and emergency training.

2.2	� Basic offshore survival and emergency training shall include:

i	 Travel safely by helicopter – prepare to travel, travel and helicopter 
emergencies;

ii	 Live and work safely – prepare to work, maintain safe operations, contribute 
to safe environment; and

iii	 Respond to installation emergencies – maintain state of readiness, raise 
alarm and respond, contribute to evacuation and/or escape.

2.3	� Personnel who are traveling over cold water (<15 degrees centigrade) shall also 
undertake training in the use of immersion suits and rebreathers.

2.4	� Training courses shall be approved by the Principal Safety Adviser and HSE 
Functional Manager responsible for the asset.

Guidance Detailed performance criteria for the three elements in Section 2.2 can be found in the 
OPITO Approved Standard – Tropical Basic Offshore Survival and Emergency Training 
and includes HUET, TEMSCP, Sea Survival and Basic Fire Fighting modules.

	 Accredited Training and Providers

Guidance The following certified training bodies are approved for use under this Standard:

•	 OPITO - TBOSIET (warm water >15o centigrade)

•	 OPITO - BOSIET (cold water <15o centigrade)

•	 US Coast Guard – STCW Basic Safety Training including HUET

•	 Petronas – HSE approved BOSET course

•	 NOGEPA - Netherlands

•	 OLF - Norway

•	 NSOC-D – Danish Basic Safety course with additional HUET course

•	 Canada - Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board Approval – 5 day BST 
course.

A full list of OPITO accredited providers can be found at:

http://www.opito.net/library/approved_training_providers/erapprovedcentres.pdf

http://www.opito.net/library/approved_training_providers/erapprovedcentres.pdf
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	 Process for Approval of New Providers/Courses

Mandatory 
Requirements

2.5	� The process for approval of new providers or courses shall require the following 
information to be provided to the responsible Functional HSE Manager and 
Principal Safety Adviser for approval:

i	 Details of the course content;

ii	 Gap analysis between the course syllabus and learning outcomes to those 
of the OPITO - (T)BOSIET course;

iii	 Where the content differs from the OPITO - (T)BOSIET details shall be provided 
of the modifications or additional training used to cover the gap identified; 
and

iv	 Details of a quality assurance process to ensure personnel are competent in 
required skills.

	 Medical and Physical Fitness Requirements

Mandatory 
Requirements

2.6	� All personnel undergoing an offshore survival course shall undergo a medical 
and physical fitness assessment and be certified as fit to attend their training.

2.7	� The medical and physical assessment shall be in accordance with Woodside 
Procedure for General Practitioners Who Carry Out Medical and Physical 
Assessments.

	 Refresher Training

Mandatory 
Requirements

2.8	� After the initial basic offshore survival course has been completed, an approved 
refresher shall be completed every 4 years there after.

	 Booking of Courses

Mandatory 
Requirements

2.9	� When booking courses for Woodside personnel it should be specified that the 
course is to be an OPITO approved (T)BOSIET course. Where an OPITO accredited 
course is not available an approved offshore survival course is acceptable.
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Element 3: Visitors
Visitors travelling to offshore facilities are medically fit, limited in numbers to less than 30% of the helicopter 
capacity and in at least a one to one ratio with the number of competent persons.

	 Travel Requirements

Mandatory 
Requirements

3.1	� Personnel without a valid basic offshore survival certificate shall not visit offshore 
facilities more than three times in any twelve-month period and spend no more 
than two consecutive nights per visit offshore.

3.2	� All visitors require formal approval of the Facility Manager to travel offshore.

3.3	� Personnel who spend in excess of 2 consecutive nights on the facility shall only 
be granted approval for an extended stay by the Facility Manager where::

i	� They are performing business critical work; and

ii	� Additional controls have been put in place to manage the health and safety 
of all personnel.

	 Medical Requirements

Mandatory 
Requirements

3.4	� All visiting personnel applying for approval to travel offshore shall complete the 
Visitors to Offshore Facilities Medical Declaration – Appendix 1.

3.5	� A medical clearance shall be required by an Occupational Physician for any of 
the following conditions:

i	 Current infectious disease;

ii	 Significant impairment of vision or hearing;

iii	 Impairment of mobility (especially steps);

iv	 Fear of heights or flying;

v	 Unstable Diabetes mellitus;

vi	 Epilepsy, fainting attacks, episodes of unsteadiness;

vii	 Cardiac or circulatory problems, including pacemakers;

viii	Acute respiratory diseases;

ix	 Recent major surgery; or

x	 Pregnancy (>25 weeks).

	 Visitors on Helicopters

Mandatory 
Requirements

3.6	� Passengers who do not have valid basic offshore survival certification and who 
have been granted approval to travel shall be:

i	 Clearly identified with an orange identification tag (such as sticker, label, 
armband etc) labelled “Non-HUET” while travelling on the helicopter;

ii	 Limited to a maximum of 30% of the passenger capacity of the helicopter 
e.g. maximum of 5 for a 18-seater helicopter; and

iii	 In at least a one to one ratio with the number of competent (certified) persons 
i.e. 1 visitor per 1 certified person.

3.7	� Seating arrangements of passengers shall be optimised for escape i.e. a visitor 
shall not occupy a window or exit seat at the expense of a certified person.
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4  Quality Assurance

5  User Feedback

Users of the Standard are encouraged to report any mistakes or confusing entries, or to provide suggestions 
for improvement by contacting the Standard Custodian.

6  Reviewing This Standard

This Standard shall be reviewed by the Standard Custodian at a minimum on a three yearly basis.

Quality Assurance of this Standard shall be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the Woodside 
Health and Safety Sub-Process.
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7  Definitions

Definitions that are critical to the understanding of this Standard are provided in the tables below.

Term Meaning

Offshore Facility Any offshore facility operating in either Australian or International waters. 
This includes but not limited to: platforms, mobile offshore drilling units 
(MODUs), mobile offshore production units (MOPUs), marine vessels, 
facilities located on islands.

OPITO The Offshore Petroleum Industry Training Organisation is the UK 
offshore petroleum standards accrediting body that is responsible 
for administering the (T)BOSIET standards and auditing of accredited 
training providers to assure the quality of course delivery.

TBOSIET Tropical Basic Offshore Safety, Induction and Emergency Response 
Training.

TFOSET Tropical Further Offshore Safety and Emergency Response Training.

BOSIET Basic Offshore Safety, Induction and Emergency Response Training.

FOSET Further Offshore Safety and Emergency Response Training.

8  Supporting Documentation

Type Title Location (CDC No. or reference)

Process Woodside Health and Safety Sub 
Process

W1000AG2714217

Standard Woodside Standard - Fitness For 
Work

W1000AF2662535

Procedure Woodside Procedure - Medical 
Practitioners who Conduct Medical 
and Physical Assessments for 
Remote and Emergency Response 
Personnel and Drivers

W1000AF2212535

Other OPITO (T)BOSIET syllabus http://www.opito.net/index.php? 
option=com_content&task=view& 
id=46&Itemid=80

http://www.opito.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=46&Itemid=80
http://www.opito.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=46&Itemid=80
http://www.opito.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=46&Itemid=80
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Appendix 1  Medical Declaration

Medical Declaration – Visitors Travelling Offshore

Intent

When visiting an offshore installation, factors such as the mode of travel, the environment in which it is 
located and its sheer physical structure in terms of size, numerous stairways, over sea walkways, etc. 
require of the individual a certain degree of alertness, physical mobility, coordination and stamina.

Designated offshore employees are medically and physically assessed regularly during their employment 
to ensure the above requirements are fulfilled and we would wish to extend the same protection to you.

Detailed below are medical conditions which shall require a medical clearance prior to approval to travel 
is granted. Should any of these conditions apply to yourself, or should you have any questions arising 
from the list, please contact the facility medic or Woodside’s Occupational Physician. Confidentiality shall 
be maintained in accordance with the Woodside privacy requirements, questions can be forwarded to 
Woodside’s Privacy Officers – privacy@woodside.com.au.

Medical conditions which may require special consideration include:

•	 Current infections;

•	 Significant impairment of vision;

•	 Significant impairment of hearing;

•	 Impairment of mobility (especially steps);

•	 Fear of heights or flying;

•	 Unstable Diabetes mellitus;

•	 Epilepsy, fainting attacks, episodes of unsteadiness;

•	 Cardiac or circulatory problems, including pacemakers;

•	 Acute respiratory diseases;

•	 Recent major surgery; or

•	 Pregnancy (>25 weeks)

If you wear spectacles and your vision without these is poor, you are advised to carry a spare pair in case 
of loss or breakage. Finally, if you are taking regular medication, you will be required to report this to the 
facility medic and ensure that you bring an adequate supply in a properly marked container. If you require 
assistance offshore, the facility Medic will be pleased to help you.

mailto:privacy@woodside.com.au
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Consent to the collection, use and disclosure of personal information
I have read and understood the privacy information provided above and I consent to the collection, use and 
disclosure of personal information in accordance with the information set out above.

Name (Please Print): ..................................................................................................

Date: ..........................................................................................................................

Signature: ..................................................................................................................

I declare that:

I am/am not aware of any medical condition that would affect my ability to visit an offshore facility;

I am/am not aware of any medical condition for which I may require emergency treatment while 
offshore; and

I understand that it is my responsibility to notify Woodside of any change to my health status which 
could affect me while offshore.

I wish to provide the following information: ......................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

Name (Please Print): ..................................................................................................

Date: ..........................................................................................................................

Signature: ..................................................................................................................
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Appendix 3  Mutual Acceptance of Safety Training  
Appendix 3  �Memorandum of Agreement Between 

NOGEPA, NSOC-D, OLF, UKOOA

March 1st 2001

It is agreed that NOGEPA, NSOC-D, OLF and UKOOA will recognise safety training given in each of the 
countries and in accordance with attached matrix.

The other associations accept schools and courses approved by the respective National Association.

The safety-training certificate must be valid in the country of issue and also within the time period of the 
accepting country. The occupation of the certificate holder must also be valid.

Each National Association has the responsibility for informing member companies, major contracting and 
supply industry and schools and courses within own country of this agreement.
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